‘ado|s Buioey
-lsom Jadesls e
Buneisuab pue
jyueq aysoddo ay)
Bumnosapun ‘Asjjean &
2y} Jo apis ajisoddo

8y} 0} weans -
8y} paysnd jeyy
sopljspue|  |lews

pasnes Jawwns ul
sy)ueq mous asay) jo Bunsy ‘sadojs Buioej}ses uo aye|nwndoe
0} MOUS pasned aAeY P|Nom spuim A18}sam-yinos ‘sawibal asay)
JO O1IsUB)oBIEYD OS|Ee B g Y00IqIays ay) oI SAS|[eA JO SUOOaS
e T e -SS0I0  OujPWWAsSe 8y
‘nesjeld a8y} jo ainjeu
pajoassip ay) pue skajjen
Ap Jo 92usuN220 a8y}
sule|dxa ‘sauojspues ay}
dn Bupjeslq Buusyieam
MBU}-8Z981) JO 8duanjul
8yl yum  uoneuiquod
ul ‘siyl ‘siswwns jauq
ay} Buunp pajow mous
usym obeuielp aoeuns
| psjowoid oAey pjnom
jsosjewladjojuswdojonap
a8yl ‘Aepo} epeue) uJayuOU 0} JejILIS SUOIIPUOD P|od 0} 108lgns
|I3S sem Inq 9921 Jaloe|b Jo 981} Sem 8sey) 8y} ‘sawl} Jayjo Y
‘Ajjeioe|bgns papous alem Aayy sisabbns
s|jauueyd ulaypou ay) jo ajyoid Bunenpun sy} ‘@d1 8y} yyeauaq
alnssaid Japun Bulaqg ‘Usioe|b e yieaulapun |iydn mojy Ajuo ueo
Jalem sy ‘ajemijaw |eioelb jo uoisosd ayy Wbiybly ¢ ‘z aseyo
ay} Jjo Jaywuad : =
UJBYHOU 8y} punoJe &
sjouueyd  pasioul
-Aldaap jo saues e E
PuE Lg ‘€] Yoouue) &
pue Asjebny Bupjul &
Aojlen  juauiwold
9y} yjog ‘swi.ojpue|
aAlssaidwl  jsow [
a8y} pajessusb sey

eyse|

Jeyemyow  |eelb
‘sooue)sip Buo|
leusiew  Jodsuesy pe

0} s1910e|6 Jo Ayijige Sy} Sejessuowap L J19pinog [BIOBIS S} IS|IUM
"adeospue| ay} uo joedwi dljewelp e pey sey sieak uol|jiw g }se|
8y} JoA0 }99YS 99| ysnug sy jo yeanas pue ymmolb oiposids syl

*JoI|81 B} PaJeNUSIE JBYHN) SABY
uoisoJd pue Buusyjeam Jo Sajes dy} Ul SeduaIayIp ueanbasans
pue eale Buipunolins 8y} JO SBUOISPNW Sy} UBY} Jue)sisal aiow
pue Japiey aie S¥004 9S8y ‘(SUONISS-SSOIO 89S) SBUOISPUES
olssel] jo Ydn |Boo| 8y} ul paynsal sassadoid Olu0jes] (891
pue Jajem ‘puim AQg) uonepnusp aoeuNns pue (SjuswaAow YyUes)
$9s5920.d 2]U0}03} JO BOUBN|UI PAUIUIOD Y} S}08|)al dousulwold
s)| ‘sAsjlen Buipunouns ay} jo pnoid spuels ey} UOIBAS|D Ul
woGz-0GL neayeid Bupeinpun ue sasudwod asey) Moouued

ADOTOHAEAONOID
GtOoLOGY

The rocks of Cannock Chase belong predominantly to the
Triassic Period (here 250-245 million years old). These overlie the
Upper Carboniferous Coal Measures (314-312 million years old)
separated by a 60 million year unconformity during which the older
rocks were deformed, uplifted and eroded.
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The Carboniferous muds, coals
and ironstones were deposited
near to the equator in a low-
lying muddy delta. Periodic
. emergence of the delta top
allowed plants to colonise the
surface, the remains of which
were compressed to form coal.
These coals, and associated
ironstone bands have been
extensively mined on the southern margin of the Chase.

By the Triassic, Britain had moved
to the northern desert latitudes. The
pebbly Kidderminster Formation was
deposited in a large braided river
flowing northwards from mountains
located in Northern France. The
liver coloured quartzite pebbles are ® “
believed to have originated there and very rare limestone pebbles
have been found to contain fossils from the Ordovician period of
Brittany. Other pebbles include white vein quartz used in glass
making, pink rhyolites and black basalts. The Kidderminster
Formation is both an important source of aggregates and water.
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The overlying Bromsgrove Sandstone is finer grained and lacks
pebbles, indicating a decline in energy in the Triassic rivers,
becoming meandering in nature as the mountains subsided.
This unit has been used as a building stone and equivalent rocks
beneath Morecombe Bay form a reservoir for natural gas.

Schematic geological sections across Cannock Chase
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A project managed by lan Stimpson and Richard Waller on behalf of the Stafford-
shire RIGS Group with financial support from the Staffordshire Aggregates Levy
Grant Scheme 2008. Text and photographs by members of the Staffordshire RIGS
Group. Design by Rosie Duncan.

The Staffordshire RIGS Group gratefully acknowledges the support of:
° Bfiti_Sh Geological Survey « Cannock Chase ANOB Unit
* National Trust « Cannock Chase District Council

+ Forestry Commission « Staffordshire County Council
» Cannock Chase Mining Historical Society

A member of UKRIGS, the Staffordshire RIGS Group is a voluntary organisation
responsible for the conservation of regionally important geological and geomor-
phological sites in Staffordshire. For more information contact:

Staffordshire RIGS — www.staffs-rigs.org.uk

North Staffordshire Group Geologists’ Association — www.esci.keele.ac.uk/nsgga
Staffordshire Wildlife Trust — www.staffs-wildlife.org.uk

Remember to follow the country code and please do not hammer rock surfaces. Be
safe, plan ahead and follow any signs; leave gates and property as you find them;
protect plants and animals and take your litter home. Keep dogs under control and
consider other people. Please adhere to all Forestry Commission instructions and
warnings

Printed by MC Print Services Tel: 01782 370080 Cover Photograph: Source of the Sher Brook
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A Landscape Evolved from
Desert, Swamp and Ice

RIGS Group
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